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Membership Elevator Speech 

As a member of the American Gem Society (AGS) community, you gain access to tools and resources that help you grow your business, solve challenges, and seize new opportunities. You’ll connect with a trusted network of peers and mentors, gain valuable insights to stay competitive, and elevate the professionalism of both yourself and your team.

You will have access to key member benefits, including:

Retail Business Membership
· Professional credentials that give you added credibility and reinforce your commitment to ethics, integrity, and knowledge. 
· AGS PRO, an on-demand library of training material, including courses, webinars, and articles, allowing you to learn anytime, anywhere. 
· Access to our premier education conferences, Confluence and Conclave. Confluence, our annual virtual educational conference, and Conclave, our annual in-person educational conference, both offer insights from world-class speakers, industry experts, and cutting-edge research—providing you with actionable strategies to grow your business and stay ahead.
· Free listing in Find a Jeweler search. This free search engine connects consumers to you. In 2024, we had 3.5 million consumers locate AGS jewelers in their local area.
· Free marketing consultations to learn how you can leverage our marketing tools and opportunities to better grow your business. 
· Business solutions, including insurance, shipping, a financing program with some of the lowest rates in the industry, easy customer approvals, and quarterly rebates that put money back in your pocket—all at exclusive member pricing.

Partner Business Membership
· AGS credentials give you added credibility that lets an AGS retailer know you share their commitment towards consumer protection, education, and ethics.
· AGS PRO, an on-demand library of training material, including courses, webinars, and articles, allowing you to learn anytime, anywhere. 
· Access to our premier education conferences, Confluence and Conclave. Confluence, our annual virtual educational conference, and Conclave, our annual in-person educational conference, both offer insights from world-class speakers, industry experts, and cutting-edge research—providing you with actionable strategies to grow your business and stay ahead.
· Directory listing in our Find a Vendor search, connecting you directly with AGS retailers. 
· Free marketing consultations to learn how you can leverage our marketing tools and opportunities to better grow your business. 
· Business solutions, such as insurance and shipping at exclusive rates.

Emerging Designer Business 
· Emerging Designer Business membership is intended to help growing businesses establish their wholesale jewelry operations. This membership provides valuable resources such as continuing education, mentorships, and a supportive community of like-minded professionals.
· AGS credentials give you added credibility that lets an AGS retailer know you share their commitment towards consumer protection, education, and ethics.
· AGS PRO, an on-demand library of training material, including courses, webinars, and articles, allowing you to learn anytime, anywhere. 
· Access to our premier education conferences, Confluence and Conclave. Confluence, our annual virtual education conference, and Conclave, our annual in-person educational conference, both offer insights from world-class speakers, industry experts, and cutting-edge research—providing you with actionable strategies to grow your business and stay ahead.
· Directory listing in our Find a Vendor search, connecting you directly with AGS retailers. 
· Free marketing consultations to learn how you can leverage our marketing tools and opportunities to better grow your business. 
· Business solutions, such as insurance and shipping at exclusive rates.


Reasons to Join Today

Professional Credentials
· Professional credentials give you added credibility and convey your commitment to ethics, integrity, and knowledge, setting you apart from your competition. 

AGS PRO and Continuing Education
· AGS PRO is an on-demand library of training material, including courses, webinars, and articles, allowing you to learn anytime, anywhere. Plus, you can establish yourself as a thought leader by submitting content to be featured in AGS PRO.
· Access to our premier education conferences, Confluence and Conclave. Confluence, our annual virtual educational conference, and Conclave, our annual in-person educational conference, both offer insights from world-class speakers, industry experts, and cutting-edge research—providing you with actionable strategies to grow your business and stay ahead.

Business Solutions
· The AGS community receives discounts and resources through strategic partners that make your business more profitable. Visit ags.org/strategicpartners to learn more.
· [All Member Categories]: 10% on GIA tuition
· [Retail only—domestic]: AGS Wells Fargo Financing Program: Designed to drive traffic to the store and generate customer loyalty. Benefits include consistent customer approvals, competitive credit limits, attractive quarterly promotions, and volume-based rebates that can offset membership cost. 

Brand Awareness Campaigns
· Free marketing consultations guide you in leveraging your marketing with the power of AGS. We offer tools and opportunities to help grow your business.

The Power of the Collective
· AGS members are part of a community committed to consumer protection, a high standard of business ethics, and ongoing education. Membership offers avenues to build your network with like-minded jewelry professionals, like the AGS Guilds, Young Titleholders, Mentoring Program, committees, and our social media groups.

Membership Requirements
AGS Retail Business Members 
· Have three (3) recommendations from American Gem Society members (don’t worry—our Membership Team is here to help you find the right connections if you need support);
· Are engaged in the retailing of jewelry, watches, and/or jewelry-related services.
· Complete AGS 101 education module;
· Employ at least one (1) Credentialed Employee—Registered Jeweler (RJ) or higher—at the business. New members or current members experiencing a staffing change have up to two (2) years from the date of membership approval or staffing change to meet this requirement; and,
· If applicable, each additional location must have at least one (1) employee with a designation or credential—Certified Sales Associate (CSA), Jewelry Evaluation Advisor™ (JEA), or higher. 
· Possess a microscope or equivalent gemological equipment or technology for proper gem identification.

Annual membership dues are $1,695. Each additional location is $475.


Partner Business Members
Jewelry wholesalers and manufacturers, or industry support businesses, including businesses primarily providing jewelry appraisals, that:
· Have three (3) recommendations from American Gem Society members (don’t worry—our Membership Team is here to help you find the right connections if you need support);
· Are engaged in the manufacture, distribution, design, or provision of services related to jewelry, including appraisals, gemstones, watches, or related products; 
· Complete the AGS 101 module; and,
· Possess a microscope or equivalent gemological equipment or technology for proper gem identification, if applicable.

Annual membership dues are $1,695. Each additional brand is $475.


Emerging Designer 
The AGS Emerging Designer Membership gives early-stage jewelry businesses the tools, guidance, and connections they need to thrive. Open to companies established within the past five years, this membership helps set the stage for long-term success.

Membership Requirements
Early-stage jewelry designer businesses that: 
· Have three (3) recommendations from business enterprises or professional individuals within the jewelry industry; 
· Are principally engaged in the design and manufacture of jewelry for less than five (5) years based on date of inception;
· Complete the AGS 101 education module; and, 
· Possess a microscope or equivalent gemological equipment or technology for proper gem identification. 

Annual membership dues are $395. 


Exclusive Diamond and Gold Levels 

Whether you are a retail or partner business member, you can show your support of the industry and the American Gem Society through our Diamond or Gold Levels.


Diamond Level
Diamond membership level is the highest level of membership available to businesses that choose to make an extraordinary investment in the Society and the jewelry industry. As the premier status, it signifies exceptional commitment and aligns with the Society’s mission, values, and long-term vision. Diamond members contribute at the highest opt-in level and are recognized accordingly within the AGS community.
Dues: $2,000 in addition to regular dues
Benefits: Click here

Gold Level
Gold membership Level is an enhanced level of membership available to businesses that choose to further invest in the Society and the jewelry industry. This distinguished status reflects a strong commitment to the Society’s mission and values, while offering elevated recognition beyond standard membership. Gold Level is available at a lower opt-in level than Diamond. 

Dues: $1,000 in addition to regular dues
Benefits: Click here
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